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Sasakawa Music Foundation Instrument Loan Program

Sasakawa Music Foundation owns 22 world-class string instruments such as Stradivarius and loans them free of charge to promising young
musicians and internationally active musicians, regardless of nationality. Recipients for Category A and B are determined based on the
selection at the Instrument Loan Committee Meeting. The next meeting is due to be held in July 2027 and is open for Violin and Cello.
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Zlatomir Fung X7 FI—I-77>
Stradivarius 1696 Cello "Lord Aylesford"

There is no greater privilege for a string player than serving as the temporary steward of a historical Italian
instrument. A great instrument is a teacher, showing the player new ways of approaching sound. As a student
and young professional, | dreamt about the opportunity to develop a relationship with a fine Italian instrument,
and thanks to the profound generosity of the Sasakawa Music Foundation, | am the recipient of a long-term
loan of the 1696 “Lord Aylesford” Stradivarius. My journey with the instrument has been transformative: its
power, projection, and vibrant sonic depth have pushed me to expand my technique and broaden my artistic
perspective. The cello’s personality continuously pushes me to seek new musical approaches that broaden my
interpretive palette.
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Joshua Brown $3>a7:-757v
Stradivarius 1702 Violin "Lord Newlands"

Although | have only been playing the 1702 “Lord Newlands” Stradivarius for a few months, it has changed the
way in which | make music. The violin’s instant response and richness of high overtones allow me to create a
world of sound that before only existed in my imagination. In louder or more forceful passages, the tone of the
instrument can become like a powerful laser beam, with cutting brilliance. But the complex, song-like sweet-
ness of its high range is what excites me the most. Every day is a new discovery with this violin.
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